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LAUREN SIMCIC

Social Impact on a Budget

Lauren Simcic is the Communications Director of Small
Projects Istanbul (SPI). Lauren's background lies in her work
as an Employment Specialist for newly arrived refugees in
Chicago, lllinois USA. Lauren focuses her work on making
displaced groups better known in their new communities by
liaising with the media, coordinating partnerships, and

increasing funding and advocacy for SPIL
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ERDEM ERCAN

Mental Health | How to use your talents for change

Founder of Hayatin Ritmi, Erdem Ercan uses his Emotional Intelligence (EQPC &
EQAC - Six seconds), Team Coaching (AcEC) and Body Language - Micro
Expressions expertise combined with 12 years of managerial and 5 years of
entrepreneurship experience as effective tools in his coaching, trainings, and
speeches, After graduating from Middle East Technical University, in Business
Administration, he had managerial roles in Teba, Anadolu Efes beverages group,
Gilan Jewelry. He founded Dymra with his entrepreneurship and creativity and
succeeded in making the firm a market leader. He is working with local and

international companies as a coach and trainer.
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AHMED DEEB

Ahmed is a Palestinian photo and video journalist based in Turkey. He
has a bachelor degree in radio and television and a Masters degree in
documentary photography. He is covering the conflicts and countries
affected by wars in the Middle East since 2008 until now, such as the
ongoing Palestinian-Israeli conflict, the Egyptian revelution and war-
torn Syria, along with documenting humanitarian and social issues
like the refugee crisis in Greece and France.
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FRANKA SOERIA

Franka Soeria is the international relations manager of modanisa.com and co-
founder of alahijab.com, the only global social platform for hijabi fashion. She
is the Deputy PR of Indonesian Fashion Chamber, the biggest fashion
association in Indonesia. She is an organizer, Advisory Council member, and
International Director of Istanbul Modest Fashion Week, held for the first
time on May 13-14, 2016 in Istanbu. The event has been acknowledged as the
global event of modest fashion - as the coverage of the event is found on the

news across 5 continents and has became viral on social media.
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