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Israeli envoy
in plot to ‘take
down MPs’

by lan Cobain and Ewen MacAskill

An Israeli embassy official has been
- caught on camera in an undercover
sting plotting to “take down” MPs
regarded as hostile, including foreign
office minister Sir Alan Duncan, an out-
spoken supporter of a Palestinian state.
In an extraordinary breach of
diplomatic protocol, Shai Masot, who
describes himself as an officer in the
Israel Defence Forces and is serv-
ing as a senior political officer at the

ON OTHER PAGES

How loose talk in arestaurant ended with
egg on the face of Israeli diplomats 5

London embassy, was recorded by an
undercover reporter from al-Jazeera’s
investigative unit speaking about a
number of British MPs.

The Israeli ambassador, Mark Re
apologised to Duncan on Friday. An
Israeli spokesman said Regev made
clear that “the embassy considered the
remarks completely unacceptable”.

Although the embassy declined to
comment on internal disciplinary mat-
ters, it is understood Masot has been
reprimanded. Masot declined to com-
ment, or elaborate about what he mea:lt
when he said he wanted to “take down
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face for
Israeli diplomats
Embassy official Shai Masot was expecting an L

innocent meal with friends but one of them
was an undercover reporter pkrijng asting
(er planni

F

2004 and

5 b }mp!nmdh_v the

IF s ol intermational

organisations sector.

?ll-! comments about Duncan cane
conversation that began about

e

thing else. At the restaurant,

ring a mecting in late October, Striz-
2ol claimed she had helped to secure
A promotion for her boss, Conservative

. -
said he was solid on Israel, Masot ngreed,
adding that Johnson just di ¥ care.

pro-Arab rather than pro-Israel™, Striz.
irlist”.

criticising the scale of pro-Tsraeli loblby-
ing. Masot, in one of the recorded con-
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d agreed Blunt was A “¥ou know he is an idios .~ Maso said. pDuncan has found himself in trouble  versations refers to Duncanasan Ambis|
st on some :‘hifl?(brd H-llfﬂrht. She had been his Strizzolo returned to Duncan later  with the Board of Deputies of British  with a background in oil and gas who i
i fmﬂm when (‘W%xdeputychmr- in the comversation, suggesting that he  Jews and the Israeli embassy, Both the  “wotally nto Gullf states”.
¥o Duncan n of the Conservative party, had had arun-in with Halfon in the past Board of Deputies and the embassy pro- Blunt, who is joint chairman of th
3 ts made by embass Jeirac Halfon was appointed ed f  and that Halfon had reported Dunean  tested in 2011 after Duncan, on a visit to ine all-p i cY grou
b s e !:_ns:_\r Ilnd trizzolo was ainted 1o the whips, S0 never say never, she  the West Bank as international develop- mmwlmﬂnrw“ﬂlﬂl
WIJ"( ficial dfm ¥ came to light o a position as a senior manageratthié  ndded. Masot replied: “Never say never, _ment minister, accused Istael in a video  for her eriticism of the American see
baeatese of an undercover operation Skills Funding Agency. Shecontingeste  veah, but " Strizzolo: “A lirtle scan- ' of a “land grab~ of Palestinian territory. Eerry.

He was in the middle of another dis-
pute in 2014 after a speech at the Lon.
don's Koyal United Services Institute i
describing illegal Teraeli sottdements oo
the West Bank as s “wicked

byal-Jazeera, work part-time for Halfon.

Masot made l_l:ecmmemsa(nlanv In the footage, Masot agreed thar
don restaurant in-a conversation with  she had assisted Halfon and then asked  historical antisemitism in the
Maria $trizzolo, a civil pre- or could also achieve the Conservative party, Masot agreed that
vipusly "

dal, maybe.”
In anather conversation, about

fee effect. “Can I give you some  Blunt was among KPS tharane steo

bt § wenld suggpest you can take H - = Ll

downs™ e said. He went on tosay she — "

knew which MPs he was referring to. | Bepe
>> !

She asked him to remind her. “The dep- |
uty foreign minister,” Masot said. She

Iin fact, “Robin” was an undercover

reprter, the embassy insists )
Masok was a junior official and nota  said:"You still want to go for it~ Masot's

dipl his busines il . b Duncan, ‘Jamalone. - | >
i as“a senior political officer” while T 1

his Linkedin page lists him as having

wotked for the embassy since Novem-
ber 2014

Hedescribes his work as

ing the chiel point of con-

ract berween the embassy

and MPs, and liaising with
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Israel plot to ‘take down'’
Boris Johnson's deputy Sir Alan Duncan in shocking

undercover footage that brands Foreign Secretary an
‘idiot’

Astonishing footage, filmed by Al Jazeera, shows Israeli official Shai Masot claim the government
has "infiltrated" both the Conservative and Labour parties

VIDEO | 8th January 2017, 12:47 am
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Israeli Embassy official vows to ‘take  musTreap
down’ Tory minister

@ Simon Robb for Metro.co.uk Sunday 8 Jan 2017 10:32 am
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