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The Muslim Brotherhood
and Arab Politics

Overview The Muslim Brotherhood is the most important fundamentalist Islamic
Information available organization in the Arab World. It is the largest opposition group in Egypt
a5 of 8 September (987 and has challenged the ruling regimes of Syria and Sudan. It also plays an

o in ih rt . . : = :
et g e important role in the internal politics of Jordan and has members in a

number of other Arab states. The popularity of the Brotherhood, which
secks a return to Islamic values and adherence to Islamic law, has
increased as the latest Islamic resurgence has gained strength.

Despite occasional journalistic claims that a monolithic Muslim Brother-
hood exists under the leadership of a shadowy Supreme Guide, we believe
that Brotherhood organizations in the various Arab states are distinct
groups that formulate their own policies. There is evidence of cooperation
on some 15sues and the giving of mutual aid when necessary.

In recent years Brotherhood leaders in Egypt and Sudan have adopted an
increasingly moderate stance toward the governments of those countries.
The Brotherhood in Egypt has reacted positively to conciliatory overtures
from President Mubarak, while the organization in Sudan has been
elfectively co-opted by the Nimeiri regime. The organization operales in
Jordan and most other Arab states with the tacit permission of the
government.

The Brotherhood, nevertheless, retains the potential to become a seriously

destabilizing force in the region. The individual organizations could adopt
confrontational postures if the host governments implement or persist in
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The Muslim Brotherhood
and Arab Politics
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A Research Paper
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The Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood:

Building Bases of Support 25X
Summary The Muslim Brotherhood will be a powerful Islamic force in Egypt into the
Information available next decade, but it is not an immediate threat to President Mubarak’s rule.
as of 21 Apell 1986 The Brotherhood retains its goal of establishing a conservative Islamic

wias red in thi ' . ) . , .
PO N e state in Egypt, to be achieved by reducing Western influence and

implementing Islamic law. After years of unsuccessful militancy, the
Brotherhood over the past decade has been following a gradualist strategy
to achieve its goal. Although the nominee to replace the Brotherhood’s
aging leader favors more confrontation with the government, the Brother-
hood is unlikely to radically change its moderate tactics. The aims of the
Brotherhood are best served by stability of the Egyptian Government.

Although illegal, the Brotherhood is cooperating with the government to
wrest leadership of the Muslim fundamentalist movement from more
radical groups. The government 1s unlikely to crack down on the Brother-
hood unless it becomes more confrontational or gains too much power. The
government will probably withhold granting legal status to the Brother-
hood to preserve its leverage against the organization.

The chief strength of the Brotherhood is its financial resources, which will
probably allow it to weather the current popularity of more radical Islamic
groups in Egypt. The organization is funded primarily through its local

business interests, including finance, construction, manufacturing, trade,
and services. Other income is derived from sympathizers in the Arab Gulf
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