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The Muslim Brotherhood
and Arab Politics

Overview The Muslim Brotherhood is the most important fundamentalist Islamic
Information available organization in the Arab World. It is the largest opposition group in Egypt
a5 of 8 September [981 and has challenged the ruling regimes of Syria and Sudan. It also plays an

wias wred in fhis report . \ . o =
important role in the internal politics of Jordan and has members in a

number of other Arab states. The popularity of the Brotherhood, which
seeks a return to Islamic values and adherence to Islamic law, has
increased as the latest Islamic resurgence has gained strength.

Despite occasional journalistic claims that a monolithic Muslim Brother-
hood exists under the leadership of a shadowy Supreme Guide, we believe
that Brotherhood organizations in the various Arab states are distinct
groups that formulate their own policies. There is evidence of cooperation
on some 15sues and the giving of mutual aid when necessary.

In recent years Brotherhood leaders in Egypt and Sudan have adopted an
increasingly moderate stance toward the governments of those countries.
The Brotherhood in Egvpt has reacted positively to conciliatory overtures
from President Mubarak, while the organization in Sudan has been
elfectively co-opted by the Nimeiri regime. The organization operates in
Jordan and most other Arab states with the tacit permission of the
EU"I-"CTHEHCI'I'I.

The Brotherhood, nevertheless, retains the potential 1o become a seriously
destabilizing force in the region. The individual organizations could adopt
confrontational postures if the host governments implement or persist in

)Lo.c. UQ LJ9>..)J| Ul.c. L_JJ.>J| 0)D UQ anaJl dlp.,w.ﬂ Lt UQ LJ)sJ dela=ll ul @JLJQJ' S9P (e L,Q
lbladll od) el 9g3 ddla yolas e Joamdlg duigall bladly duslbll olslsl

Iolsieol 18g ol )l aubidl Jogad a8lgy ast cils sl85l 8l goylinall o Ll &)l
0 dols uableiall wleyw cliSy bpsall olegyiall Gl cad @) ddls slas JS L
jolexd i Sl gm0y JlacHl Jlry yo delasdl elisel o ) bl 1259 sl e
559y 915 20« bigatl ySH Lighlall jraall s dyylodl] dlni¥l (g s (0 10%
Spsall Ollaiiwd] sdo vb albill Gl e dbaysdlg

Olgl ga dageio diSyal wleld)

rmu raJ u,ml.,.u.a“ U|9.'>X| d..Cl.o.'zJ u,xlumg o d=iall L.JlJXg“ e, Crad Wleld) sac ul L9J|J9.J| ro.C-)J
0l L_,Q u|9>2| &9)9 (R DAE Ra @JLJQU B wleldll 0l cbo= ..\99 1983 rﬁl.C Ao (O Lo

ducs0ll wlaghid] 03 g Lo (3550 gy Gadl Jlasbg Lygavg GRS Gyl duje Joo



[ ]
Sepalaall Olgs¥l Jo= Lic ziball duSoyell ol )l §5lg <Jld 13ka W
PV, iy PP Gyt | sleall dold

Tao0c733 Approved For Release 2008/08/05 : CIA-RDP0ST00412R000201080001-9 STAT
7oy, Directorate of - Secret
¢ @ §) Intelligence 25X1
NET 2

The Muslim Brotherhood
and Arab Politics

25X1

A Research Paper

R ram).b.) cl.(,_'>9 UQ WAV} JKXI CU.)L(/_'z“ ubLa:z” cl..or.l l.(,u_'> d&}nﬂ L_J|JLu>u.w2| @Jbg L_U..\Q
39=>9 9D u.;.aL..u.o“ u|9.'>2|9 ulr.Lo.'z” ells S _JMo“g ‘;QJI 30:20 oy Lo U|9:>2| cLCLa:>
u;dgo2|9 u.dA.xSLo.”" O u|9.'>2| cLCI.a.'> L>9 ..\Jdpc.dbg (doliza L_)lJLU u.u L(,.L'>|Ju CU.)UQ L_JLC'J,»O
L.JIJJ[DLOJ' L_xs_'>J| L,:.“ ‘d.J.)L(/_'z“ wlelasdl L:9 o.)9:>90.]| el R 0> JBI L(,.&Jg ro.v_o.x.uo.: s>
Llac) o “ asadl Gudlidl” )l sl glall dadl

OlesYlg 2)Le Al

gl el 8 ozl lelamdl wd Calless abe lglgl> OlgsYlg bl of @bl e (e 9
calloxill i p3ils @ delasdl ol i) pylddl sgsi g (g Gpisianall Ciall gliz S

¥ delazdl O Lle gl 03 gane 4y Jaiuwl La 929 Juadilly Lispw 8blga dac 3 pgcjall
Jl 6l Ll pady

doleiewl Jildo gy 4 wads 2o alhi il o Olgs¥l g0 wlaglaall ol Giligll cuac;
Lue i delasl

ae 0bl Spaall plail 2o Jlgmll cawlSa suas delasdl Agla oo A0l )il asisy
D oyisi e @élly losdl 3 dlsal o8lga sac 9 el Gillg «ilusalill yac J=l adsyall
o @é) )luo Al K6 w0 dlalS Liseya €55 delaml dellaial pacg lsdl (o S
aSopadl gl ad] s Al Lol Juolgil

03wl JJLQA bg_,./.u 4 OdN> _JJLm rﬁLbJ L_ul.'> % U|9.'>2| &R uL@gl&oﬂ UI @Jbg“ Cral) ..\99
w99)lS ddlaall Ll g Glixilly delazdl o Guobiad| @il lsl] o dyiue il delaz|

a8 Lo 929 > aolS 83l 45 Blilg «gpaall Giusdl Jils claclll awiss of Blag
el ) s a3 e delas]



Sepalaall Olgs¥l Jo= Lic ziball duSoyell ol )l §5lg <Jld 13ka
PV, iy PP Gyt | sleall dold

The Egyptian Muslim Brotherhood:

Building Bases of Suppori SEX
Summary The Muslim Brotherhood will be a powerful Islamic force in Egypt into the
Infarmation available next decade, but it is not an immediate threat to President Mubarak's rule.
ar af 21 April 1986 The Brotherhood retains its goal of establishing a conservative Islamic

ed in thi i . : . .
e s state in Egvpt, lo be achieved by reducing Western influence and

implementing Islamic law. After years of unsuccessful militancy, the
Brotherhood over the past decade has been following a gradualist strategy
to achieve its goal. Although the nominee to replace the Brotherhood's
aging leader favors more confrontation with the government, the Brother-
hood is unlikely to radically change its moderate tactics. The aims of the
Brotherhood are best served by stability of the Egyptian Government.

Although illegal, the Brotherhood is cooperating with the government to
wrest leadership of the Muslim fundamentalist movement from more
radical groups. The government is unlikely to crack down on the Brother-
hood unless it becomes more confrontational or gains too much power. The
government will probably withhold granting legal status to the Brother-
hood to preserve its leverage against the organization.

The chief strength of the Brotherhood is its financial resources, which will
probably allow it to weather the current popularity of more radical Islamic
groups in Egypt. The organization is funded primarily through its local
business interests, including finance, construction, manufacturing, trade,
and services, Other income is derived from sympathizers in the Arab Gulf
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