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Areas of Significant Activity by Jihadist Groups in the Philippines

A jumble of various groups ostensibly working under the Islamic State umbrella operate in the southern
Philippines. The region is a natural hub for transnational jihadist organizations because of its weak government,
coupled with the porous borders of nearby Malaysia and Indonesia
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Kidnapping Victims and Their Fates in the Southern Philippines

Abu Sayyaf militants in the Sulu archipelago have conducted the vast majority of kidnappings in recent years. The
group targets mostly fishing boats and smaller ships in the Sulu and Celebes seas, especially near the Malaysian
coast. The Maute Group, also known as the |slamic State in Lanao, abducted six sawmill workers. Though Abu Sayyat
kidnappers conduct their attacks for ransom payments, the Maute Group seems to be more interested in publicity.
Most kidnapping victims are held for months, and many are still in captivity.

[ Days in captivity

Araji Maani [IEnaas) oleased
John Ridsde! NG - ocuted
robert Hall R (oo
kjartan Sekkingstad _ Released
Marites Flor [N - lcosed
Italian cafe owner [NNEGGGER - (coscd

10 Indonesian crew members [ feleased
Four Malaysian crew mambers _ Raleased
Six sawrnill workers 8] Four released: two executed
Four Indonesian crew members BB Feleased

_Two escaped

. 180 Two relegsed
Seven Indonesian crew members - .

~Three still
27 in captivity
Three Indonesian crew members [IINEE Feleased

Five Malaysian crew members |GGG - i coptivity
Three Filipino crew members [INEGGGGGGEAEE] -1/ i coptivity
Two Filipino crew members [0S f ¢ c0sed

One South Korean crew member and one Filipino crew member [NEGEOS < - /o 0:0
Juergen Kantner BB 5t in coptivity
Six Vietnamese crew mernbers [IIIIG 5till in captivity

Three Indonesian crew members 5 Still in captivity
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