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Coup Rumors
There are signs that the country's malaise has affected the
senior ranks as well. 25X1

| The evidence of political activity among senior
Tunisian officers is sketchy, and there is no firm evidence that the
maneuvering is related to political infighting among civilian
leaders. MWonetheless, there appears to be a widespread Impression
anong =fficers that pelitioking within the ailitary is on the rise,
and thakt officers nay be lining up with civilian counterparts.
25x1

In Decenter Tunisia was full of rumers of military plotting and
even an aborted coup atbtemct.

25%1

About a dozen or so urficers and
non-conmissioned persannel allegedly were involved, and the new Alr
Force chief was said to be aware of it but not a participant.

25X1
These unconfirmed rumors, in our judgment, are fueled by the

transfer or retirenent under mysterious circunstances of four senior
officers last Movenber. Early that month, the government dissolved
the military's training command, unceremonicusly dismissed its
chief, and dispersed various schools to the different branches of I
the armed seryvices. . 25X1
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