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RE: My thoughts on egypt

° Joshua Bolten <jbolten@rockcreekadvisors.com> ~ B B %eeply v

Thu 7/4/2013 11:42 AM
To. Yousef Al Otaiba (otaiba7@hotmail.com)
hadley@ricehadleygates.com 2

Yousef — thanks for sharing this thoughtful reflection, which makes enormous sense to me. | can claim no expertise, but it seems lo me that your
conclusions are consistent w/ the sage Hadley on, e.g., Syria. | hope the Administration pays attention to you both. Warm regards and happy 4th,

Josh

From: Yousef Al Otaiba [mailto:otaiba? @hotmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2013 4:33 PM

To: Joshua Bolten; hadiey@ricehadleygates.com
Subject: My thoughts on egypt

As many of you know, Egypt is very much a personal and emotional issue for me, far more than simply a policy issue. Having said, |'ve
attempted to overcompensate and analyze the situation as objectively as possible.

A few thoughts on the events of last few days and how they could potentially play out.

o far, the US policy has been to not pick sides in internal matters be it in Syria, Egypt, Libya, or turkey. And whle that can be a sound and ;
?auliaus policyF:(r: :Zneral. I'm afraid that is no longer tenable as a strategy given ﬂ'ﬁe recent developments. The middle east is Ineralg brealmg
down along sunni-shia lines as well as moderate-radical lines simultaneously. While | understand with the rationale of not choosing sides in the
sunni-shiaa split, its much more difficult to justify not siding with moderates. Its i-r:ponant to remember the moderates seem to be losing the
popularity battle today. Countries like Jordan and UAE are the 'last men standing' in the moderate camp. The arab spring has increased :
extremism at the expense of moderation and tolerance. While | believe there was a limited ability to influence the u;numnh of m:.::b um
strongly believe there is far more that could be done to empower and protect the forces who preach moderation tolerance, v
common with those of the US.

ion i i today than January of 2011. This is not a coup, this
‘s situation in E is a second revolution. There more people on the streets
;I;D?aav‘:ulio: 2.0. Aogz:tiswhen:he military imposes its will on the people by force. Today, the military is RESPONDING to the people's wishes.

ing si i i . 1 don't believe this will be in the US long terms interests. If the US is
By not choosing sides we are essentially abandoning the moderates.
v':awedasan unreliable ally, it will have disastrous consequences on bigger issues such as Iran, Syria, or peace process.

lthinkwe'remaoriticaljtmcwreolewminm"%mﬂammqi.cﬂifmbbokw“usumb. If that leadership is absent,
USintersslsinUwregbnwibejeopardizedhrawwm.
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