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Covert Drone Air Base in Chad
On a site 30 miles from Sudan, 2 liek h
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Under Humanitarian Cloak, U.A.E. Slips Weapons Into Sudan

From Page Al

The Emirates says it has made “abso-
Tutely clear” thast it is not arming or sup-
parting “any of the warring partics” in
Sudan. To the contrary, it says, it is
“alarmed by the rapidly accelerating hu-
manitarian catastrophe” and pushing for
an “immediate cease-fire”

Al a major mesting on Sudan al the
United Nations on Wednesday, where
ane speaker after another denounced a
“man-made” catastrophe of apocalyplic

the Emirates

its aid to the war's victims.
But for more thin a year, the Emirates
has been secretly balst
Suppart Forces, or REE, the paramili-
tary group fighting Sudan’s military for
control of Africa’s third-largest country.
ATimes investigation last year detail
ing the Esmirali weapans smuppling op-
eration was confirmed by U.N. investiga-
tors in January, when they cited “credi-
bie” cu')dl:'ncc that tlw Bnmlbes WS

goin Sudxn
Nuw the Emiratis are amplifying their
covert campaign. Powerful Chinese-

by Far the I deployed
in Sudan’s war, are being flown from an
airpart across the border in Chad that

Hangars have been buill and a drone
comtrol station installed, satellite images
show. MwntMecsmplanﬂHuL]nve

the airport during the war pre-
\mws]y transported weapons for the
Emirates toother conflict zones, like Lib-
ya, where the Emiralis hive also been
accused of breaching an arms embargo,
a Times analysis of flight tracking data
found.

American officials say the Emiratis
alewwushgl}wah'panmﬂj'admted
mihun' dmnes to provide the RLS.F with

Id intelligence, and to escort
wemssmpmm o fighters in Sudan
— to keep an eye out for ambushes.

Through an analysis of satellite im-
ages, The Times identified the type of
drone being used: the Wing Loong 2 a

Chinese mode] often compared to
MO-5 Reaper of the U.S, Air thu:.

The images show an apparent

tinng bunker at the airport and & w’mg

cials bricfed on the exchange, Prosident
Biden called last week for an end o the
“senseless war," warning that the 5. F's
brutal, menthslong siege on EI Fasher
“has becomea full-on assaul

‘The crisis came up again on Monday
‘when he and Ms. Harris hosted the Ermi-
rati leader at the White House

“It’s got to stap," John F. Kirby, a White
Hause spokesman, said of the sege.

‘They Want It Both Ways®
Baoth sides in Sudan's civil war have been

acowsed of war crimes, inclhuding brutal
assaults fimed by the fighters them-

selves.
The war erupted in 2023, when a
power struggle between Sudans mili-

the LEF, Sheikh Mohammed said he
awesd the paramilitary group's leader, Lt
Gen. Mohamed for sending
troops to fight alongside the Emirates in
the war in Yemen, according to two

als briefed on the ex-

r_namge,

Mohammed also said he
v!ewedmeR.SFlsnbu.lwarklg}ihm
Islamist political movements in the re.
mion, which the Emirati royal family has
long considered a threat b its suthority,
the officials said. (The Emirati govern-
‘ment did not respond 1o questions about
the conversation.)

“Thay can't lie to us anymore, because
they know that we know,” said one Amer-
ican official who, like others, was not au-
thorized to speak publicly about the in-
telligence,

Relief organizations are particularly
incensed with the Emirates, accusing it

of running “a Potermkin aid operation” o
disguise iLs support 10 the RL.E, accord-
ing to Jeremy Komyndyk, pmﬂdem af
Refugees International and a former
Ob;mw and Biden administrution affi.

‘"mey want it both ways" he said of
Emiratis. “They want to act like a
rogue, supporting their militia client and
turning & blind eye to whalever they do
with their weapans. And they want to ag-
pear like a constructive, rules-ahiding
‘member of the international system
Sudan’s civil war has turned the coun-
try. perched strategically on the Red Sea,
into a global free-for-all. Tran has sup-
plied armed drones to the Sudanese mili-
tary, which has fought alongside Ukrain-
lan special forces in the capital, Khar-
toum. Egypt has also sided with the m|l|-

tary.
Russia has played both sides. Wagner

Planes from the United Arab Emirates Land in Nearby Chad
The New York Times. has been following the arrival of aircraft, including Emirati cargo

Loong: ground contral station beside the  tary and the REF — a fighting force it
runway — anly about 750 yards from an  helped create into gunfire on
Emirati-run ital that has treated  the streeds of the capital and quickly en-
wounded RS.F fighters. veloped the nation.

The Wing Loong can fly for 32 hours, Sudanese military  planes hm’e
has a range of L0 miles and cancarry  bombed civilians, while rights groups a
up 1o a dozen missiles urbomhs i far, memeksfnteduucﬂeansmgandln-
the drones do not seem to iscri ng that has destroyed
airatrikes of their own in Sudan, officials Immcsm\dmﬂ
=ay, but are providing surveillance and In Ell-‘aslwr. Doctors Without Borders

identifying targets on chaotic battle-
Tedds,

That makes them “a significant force
multiplier.” said J. Michael Dahm, a sen-
o fellow &l the Virginia-Dased Mitchell
Institute for Aerospace Studies.

After taking off from the base, the
drones may in fact be piloted remotely
from Emirati soil, experts and officials
=ay. Recenily, they have been detected
patrolling the skies above: the embattled
Sudanese city of E Fasher, where people
are starving and surounded by the
T.5.F. The ity is home to nearly two mik
lion people, and fears are rising that the
war is on the presipice of even more
atroeities.

can officials have been pressur-
ing; all the war's combatants i step the

carnage.

Vice President Kamala Harris con-
fronted the leader of the Emirates,
Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed, over his
country’s support of the RL5.F. when the
two met in December, acconding (e offi-

Dectan Walsh reported from Siedan, Chad
and Switzerland. Chrisioph Koeul ana-
Iyzed sutellite imuges, fight records and
ather materials. Julian Bames and Eric
Schmie. coneributed reporting_from

nd Shuaib Al

has pccused the military of bombing, o
chikdren's hospital, and REE troops of
plundering a hospital and blocking food
intended for a camp of 400,000 starving
peoy

ple.
delm!mhnpmgmajrdmpm

into the city, which

top LN, official for Darfur, ukenea m

“hell an earth.”

The Emiratesinsistsit is simply trying
10 halt the war and help its victims. It has
provided 5230 million in aid and deliv-
ered 10,004 tons of relief supplies, and it
played a prominent role in recent Ameri-
can-led peace talks in Switzerland.

“The UAE. remains commitied to

ing prace,” Lana Nusseibch, an Emirati
winister for foreign affais, said afles
weard,

Senior American officials have pri-
vately tried to coax the Emirates o drop
it covert operations, bluniy confronting
it with American intelligence on what the
Fersian Gulf state is doing, insi: Sudan,
said five American afficials with knowl:

American objections to the arms smug-
ling; with Sheikh Mohammesd in Decerm-
ber, the Emirati leader offered what
some officials considered a tacit ac-

Hangalore, mm

While not admitting direct support ta

planes, a1 i

. Chad, for ayear.

Sudanese refugees from the Darfur
region lining up for food on the out-
skirts of Adré, Chad, left. The war
has scattercd at least 10 million peo-
ple in the world’s worst displacement
erisig, the United Nations says.

the RSF, United Nations inspectors
found. More recently, officials say, the
Kremlin has tilted to the military, offer-
ing it weapons in exchange for naval ac-
«cess to Sudan'’s Red Sea coast.
The Houthis of Yemen sent shi
of weapons to Sudan's military, at [ran's
behest, and gas-rich Qatar sent six Chi-
nese warplanes, American officials say.
(Qutar and the Houthis denied sending
aid)

The Emmues has sent an array of
weapons s well, officizls have con-
chuded.

"I'ln.‘ delivery of drones, howitzers,

rocket launchers and MAN-

PADS 1o the RSFE by the ULAE. has

helped it neutralize the air superiority®

nl&mn'u mnimry the Enropean Union

Sudan, Aidan (°Hara,

wm(e in F ebmry in a confidential

‘merne abtained by The Times. (A MAN-

PAD, or Man-Portable Air Defense Sys-
tem, i & type of antigircraft missile.)

The memo contained other startling
assertions: that Saudi Arabia has given
‘money to Sudan’s military, which used it
Ao buy Tranian drones; that as many as
200,000 foreign mercenaries were fight-
ing alongside the R.S.E; and that Wag-
‘ner mercenaries hadtrainedthe RS F.to

use the antiaireraft missiles supplied by
Ihe Emirates.

The Emirati role appears to be partafa
‘broader pushinto Africa. Last year, it an-
nounced  §45 Billion in investments
acrass the continent, analysts say, nearly
twice as much &5 China. Recently, it has
expanded inlo a new business: war.

Tt turned the tide of Ethiopia’s civil war
in 2021 by supplying armed drones to the
prime minister at a crucial point in the
hght ultimately helping him emerge vic-

tnrious. Now tappesnmbe(mngmve-
B_englhe same feal in Swdan with the

The Arms Pipeline
Last yelr when cargo planes began to

mena, the Emirates saud it had come to
establish a Geld hospital Tor Sudaness
refugees,

But \vulnn months, American officials
discovered that the $20 mallion hospital
quictly treated RS.FE fighters and that

«cargo planes also carried weapons
that were laster smuggled 1o lghters in-
side Sudan.

The Times analysis of satellite images
and flight reconds shuwed that the Emi-
ratis set up the drone system al the sume:

weere promoding their humani-
tarian ope

Dunng & lengthy phone call in early
May with his Emirati counterpart, Presi-
dent Biden's national security adviser,
Juke Sullivan, cited American intelli-
gence that had been declassified so that
it coukd be shared with & foreign official,
The evidence documented Emirati mili-
tary support to the RSE, two American
afficials bricfed on the mhﬂlm said.

But the American candor appears to
have had little impact. The Emirates has
-ml:r tl-Uuvad hawn on il support to the

in recent months, rican offi-
c\aJ_'. and witnesses in Chad say.

Fewer cargo Mights now land al Amd-
jarass airport, where they can be easily
detected, but a greater proportion of sup-
plics arrives by truck, often along routes
that bypass major citics and towns, offi-
cials say.

Traces of Emirati-supplied weapons
are alzo being found on the battlefield,
Human Rights Watch recsntly identified
Serhi issiles, fired from

www.hoonpost.com

identified drone, &\atl.lsaldwerem’lgl
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