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There are at least 7,102 living languages in the world.

1,313 in 1,064 in
2,301 are in Asia 2,138 in Africa the Pacific the Americas

! | ! |

Europe has the least, with 286 —T

Sources: Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Eighteenth edition THE WASHINGTON POST
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Of the 7.2 billion people on Earth...

...nearly two-thirds speak one
of these 12 languages as their
native language.

Arabic Hindi-Urdu

467M Sl
Chinese Bengali
(all dialects) 250M

) 1.39 billion
Spanish speakers )
389M English
527M
Portuguese Italian German Japanese French Russian
193M 67/M 132M 123M 118M 254M

Sources: Ulrich Ammon, University of Disseldorf, Population Reference Bureau
Note: Totals for languages include bilingual speakers.

THE WASHINGTON POST
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Number of countries in which this language is spoken
0 20 40 60 80 100 120

English 101 countries

Arabic 60
French 51

Chinese 33

Spanish 31

Persian 29

German 18

Russian 16

Malaysian 13

Portuguese 12

Sources: Ethnologue: Languages of the World, Eighteenth edition THE WASHINGTON POST
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At-risk languages

® Critically endangered Seriously endangered Endangered
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Sources: Alliance for Linguistic Diversity, UNESCO
GENE THORP AND KEVIN SCHAUL/THE WASHINGTON POST
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English is by far the most

French common studied foreign
82M language in the world.
Chinese
30M
Spanish ) German
14.5M English 14.5M
1.5 billion
learners
Italian
8M Japanese
3M
Sources: Ulrich Ammon, University of Dusseldorf THE WASHINGTON POST
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