
With Dogs and Batons: Harrowing Testimonies of Rape Inside Israeli Prisons

فريق التحرير  |  نشر في ٢٦ مارس ,٢٠٢٦

With Dogs and Batons: Harrowing Testimonies of Rape
Inside Israeli Prisons



With Dogs and Batons: Harrowing Testimonies of Rape Inside Israeli Prisons

فريق التحرير  |  نشر في ٢٦ مارس ,٢٠٢٦

Israeli prisons have entered a phase of systematic escalation against prisoners
since Itamar Ben-Gvir took over the Ministry of National Security.

Warning: This report contains extremely graphic and distressing testimonies.
Day after day, shocking testimonies continue to surface, revealing that

Palestinian detainees and even foreign solidarity activists have been subjected to
unprecedented levels of torture and sexual abuse inside Israeli prisons.

Recently leaked video footage showed five Israeli soldiers beating, stripping, and
raping a handcuffed Palestinian prisoner inside the Sde Teiman military camp in

southern occupied Palestine. That incident, however, was merely the one
captured on camera. Other accounts that have since emerged are even more

brutal.
Below are some of the most prominent testimonies given by former detainees

between 2023 and 2025, documenting the horrific sexual assaults they endured
in Israeli prisons.

Sami Al‑Sa’i – Raped With a Baton
Journalist Sami Al‑Sa’i (44), from Tulkarm, was arrested by Israeli forces in the
West Bank in February 2024. During 16 months of administrative detention, he

endured what he describes as an unprecedented ordeal of torture:
Upon his arrival at Megiddo Prison, guards bound his hands and blindfolded him,
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then dragged him into a foul‑smelling room where a “bloody reception” began.
They stripped him naked and forced him into a prostration position before

inserting a baton into his anus. Four guards took turns raping him with it while he
remained bound and blindfolded.

The pain, Al‑Sa’i recalls, was indescribable. The guards twisted the baton in all
directions while one of them stomped on his head and neck, nearly crushing

them. Others struck his genitals, threatening him: “We’ll bring all the journalists
and do this to them. We’ll bring your wife, your sisters, your mother, and your

son.”
He heard one soldier say, “Bring me a carrot,” before another object was

inserted. Throughout the assault, the guards laughed and filmed what they were
doing. When he screamed in agony, one of them yanked his testicles and pulled

his penis to silence him.
The rape lasted roughly 25 minutes, during which Al‑Sa’i says he wished for

death. When he later complained to the prison doctor, the doctor himself
threatened to rape and beat him.
“Halim Salem” – Raped by a Dog

“Halim Salem” is a pseudonym for a Palestinian father from the West Bank who
was arrested months after the outbreak of the Gaza war in 2023 and spent nearly

a year in Israeli prisons. From the moment of his arrest, he says, he was
subjected to the most brutal forms of torture.

One dawn at Ofer Prison, dozens of guards stormed the cells, threw stun
grenades, and ordered prisoners to lie face‑down on the floor. Eleven detainees

including Halim were handcuffed on the ground as guards trampled them “like
carpets.”

Blindfolded, Halim was dragged to a restroom, beaten, and ordered to strip
completely. His hands were bound behind his back and hoisted upward in a

painful position, then he was forced to kneel with his head inside a toilet bowl.
While one guard kicked him violently in the genitals and another pressed a boot

on his head, they brought in a trained dog. The dog lunged at Halim and raped
him. “I felt its penis inside me,” he says.

When he screamed for help, he was beaten again his screams, the guards said,
were “disturbing the dog.” The assault lasted several minutes as guards held him

down, laughing. Afterwards, they threw him into the cold prison yard wearing
only his underwear, still handcuffed, for six hours as further punishment.

The dog attack, Halim says, was only the culmination of a year of suffering.
During body searches, guards routinely inserted their fingers into his anus under
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the pretext of searching for contraband.
“N. A.” – A Female Detainee Subjected to Repeated Rapes

In a report issued by the Palestinian Center for Human Rights in November 2025,
several harrowing testimonies emerged from recently released detainees from

Gaza.
Among them was a 42‑year‑old Palestinian mother, identified as “N. A.,” who

was arrested at an Israeli checkpoint north of Gaza in November 2024.
On the fourth day of her detention, she was blindfolded and transferred to an
unknown location. She was ordered to strip naked, her hands shackled to the

edge of a metal bed, and her legs violently spread apart. Several Israeli soldiers
pinned her onto a metal table, pressing her chest and head down, and

gang‑raped her anally for about ten minutes.

Videos have been leaked showing five Israeli soldiers assaulting, stripping, and
raping a Palestinian prisoner.

After the first assault, they left her bound in the same position for an hour,
writhing in pain, before returning to rape her again in the same manner.

Whenever she screamed or tried to resist, they beat her.
She recalls hearing soldiers laughing and the sound of a camera taking photos. “I

wished for death every moment,” she said.
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After another hour of being left naked and restrained, additional soldiers entered
the room and raped her vaginally, continuing to laugh and beat her whenever she

screamed.
The following day, she was raped twice more in the same brutal fashion. About
two days later, a masked soldier told her in Arabic, “I’m Russian,” removed her

blindfold, and forced her into a degrading sexual act. When she refused, he beat
her before raping her.

The ordeal lasted three hellish days. On the third day, she was left completely
naked in her cell without food or water, while soldiers deliberately peered at her

through the door slot and photographed her with their phones.
“A. A.” – Dogs That Urinate and Rape

Former detainee A. A., a 35‑year‑old Palestinian father of two, was held for
around 19 months (March 2024–October 2025) at the Sde Teiman military camp

after being arrested from inside Al‑Shifa Hospital in Gaza.
During one mass search operation, soldiers took him and other detainees to a

corridor away from surveillance cameras, stripped them naked, and forced them
to lie on the floor. Police dogs were unleashed on them, jumping on their bodies

and urinating on them to humiliate them.
One dog then focused on A. A. and raped him from behind for about three

minutes. He insists the dog was trained and knew exactly what it was doing—as if
it had been conditioned for this act.

“I was left in an extremely fragile psychological state,” A. A. says. “I felt utterly
humiliated. I never imagined something like this could happen to me.”

Afterwards, the soldiers left him lying there, shattered both physically and
psychologically.

“T. Q.” – Raped Until He Lost Consciousness
T. Q. (41), a father, was arrested while fleeing with his family toward Kamal

Adwan Hospital in northern Gaza in December 2023. He was held for 22 months
and recounts a chilling testimony of systematic sexual torture.

On one occasion, an Israeli soldier raped him by violently inserting a wooden
baton into his anus. After about a minute, the soldier pulled it out, then thrust it

back in with even greater force, causing unbearable pain.
When T. Q. screamed, the soldier removed the baton again, forced him to open

his mouth, and made him lick it while it was still covered in blood. Overwhelmed
by humiliation and trauma, T. Q. lost consciousness for several minutes.

When he woke up, he found blood flowing from his anus due to severe tearing.
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He requested to go to the bathroom and saw the extent of the bleeding himself.
He continued to suffer intense physical and psychological pain long afterward.

“M. A.” – Raped With Bottles
Another testimony documented by the rights group concerns M. A., an

18‑year‑old from Gaza who was arrested for the second time in 2024 near what
he described as a supposed aid distribution center.

He says Israeli soldiers forced him and six other detainees to kneel, then raped
them using a glass bottle. The bottle’s neck was repeatedly inserted and

withdrawn from each detainee’s anus in turn.
M. A. says the bottle was thrust into him roughly ten times during each assault.

He and the others screamed in agony. This happened to him four times during his
detention—twice alone, and twice in groups, once with six detainees and once

with twelve.
In one group assault, they were forced to watch one another being raped to

maximize their humiliation. Soldiers even positioned a dog behind them as if it
were participating, seemingly to instill further terror.

“These mass assaults crushed our dignity and shattered our psyches and any
hope we had left in life,” M. A. said.

Anna Liedtke – Gang Rape
The abuse extended beyond Palestinian detainees to include foreigners. In late

December 2025, German journalist Anna Liedtke (25) caused an international
outcry when she revealed that she had been raped while in Israeli custody after

participating in the “Convoy of Steadfastness,” a maritime effort to break the
siege on Gaza.

Liedtke said she was detained for five days after Israeli forces intercepted the aid
ship she was aboard in the fall of 2025. During transfers between detention

facilities, soldiers subjected her to forced strip searches that included gang rape.
In her first public statement, she stressed that what she endured was not an

isolated incident, but part of a broader pattern of systematic sexual torture inside
Israeli prisons. She said she chose to break her silence to speak on behalf of all

Palestinian men and women who have suffered sexual violence behind bars.
Israeli Calls to Legalize Rape

Most alarming of all, instead of accountability, extremist Israeli voices have
openly called for the legalization of such crimes.

In August 2024, Israeli journalist Yehuda Shlesinger publicly called for legalizing
and regulating the rape of Palestinian detainees, arguing they “deserve this
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punishment” and that rape would deter any future repetition of October 7, 2023.
In the same vein, Israeli soldier Meir Ben Shtreit one of the main suspects in the

rape of a Palestinian detainee at Sde Teiman appeared masked on Israel’s
Channel 14 to defend himself and his colleagues. Rather than showing remorse,

he lashed out at Israeli journalist Guy Pelleg, who had exposed videos of the
assaults, angrily asking: “Why did you do that? Why did you tarnish our image

before the world?”
Since Itamar Ben‑Gvir assumed office as Israel’s minister of national security in
late 2022, Israeli prisons have seen a systematic escalation against Palestinian

detainees, beginning with the stripping away of basic living conditions and the
transformation of rights into tools of punishment and humiliation.

After the events of October 7, 2023, this escalated dramatically. Prisons became
arenas of vengeance, where starvation, medical neglect, torture, and rape

intensified as part of a policy of collective punishment.
Ultimately, these collective testimonies reveal that sexual torture has become a
systematic instrument of repression in Israeli prisons between 2023 and 2025,

building on violations that have been documented for decades.
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