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The beam of the "projector" rose from the ground and focused on the aircraft.
Now they saw a blinding white aspot, surrounded by concentric colored circles.
The commander was still hesitating: should he report what ia taking place or
not? But something that put an end to the doubts happened here. The white
spot flashed up, and a green cloud emerged in its place.

"He out in the engines and is running away," the copilot said, automatically
shifting the phenomenon to the plane of an aviator's customary experience.

But it seemed to the commander that the object began coming closer at
tremendous speed, interseating the aircraft's course at a sharp angle. In
short, it was rushing to intercept the path of the airoraft.

Cherkashin shouted to the navigator:

“"Tell the ground!®

But there was a strange coincidence: after Ognev's very firat words, the
object stopped. It stopped coming closer, it seemed to the commander. It
atopped moving farther away, the ocopilot decided.

The Minak controller took the crew's report inte consideration and politely
said that he himasslf, unfortunately, sees nothing--either on the soreen of the
surveillance radar or in the sky.

"Well, now they will say that we're not in our right minds,"™ Lazurin said,
offended.

But the green cloud suddenly dropped down, rushing paat the aircraft's
altitude. Then it climbed vertically the same way. It was cast right and
left. And again down and up. And ﬂ.lull.\r_, it fixed itaslf axactly oppoaite
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Cherkashin's crew will assume that the light from the object was polarized,
that ia, it was not dispersed in all directions.

When they were coupled with the cloud airplane they passed over Riga and
Vilnius, and the controllers of these cities consistently positioned the odd
tandem. Passing over the Chudskoye and Pskovskoyea lakes, Cherkashin's crew
were able to estimate the dimensions of the cloud airplane.

These two lakea, oblong in shape, are separated by a small strip of land. The
Tu-1344 was flying 100 kilometers to the left of them. And the cloud airplane
was on the right, closer to Tartu. From the point where it sesmed they
guessed there was a dense nucleus, a beam again appeasred. K luminous spot
fell on the clouds and slid along the ground. The object automatically gave
ita coordinates. It waa now possible to eatimate that it itself was equal in
length to the Pskovakoye Lake.

The combined flight continued until Tallin itself.

And after their landing, the Tallin contrpller told the crew theae curious
details. The Tu-134A was not seen alone on the acrean of the Tallin Airport's
surveillance RLS [(radar). Two more blips followed its radar return on the
scraeen, although there wasa not one more aircraft in the air. In addition,
these two blips were continuously visible, as also assumed. But the
illuminated speck for the "Tu" firat vanished, then reappeared. "I would
underatand if you had 'flickered' on the screen of the landing radar,” the
controller said. "But this does not happen on the surveillance radar; it
cannot be."

We asked M. A. Zheltukhin, deputy chairman of the Commiasion
on Asrodynamic Phenomena attached to the All-Union Council of
Selentific and Technical Scoieties and corresponding member
ef the USSR Academy of Sciences, L0 comment on our
correapondent's report.
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