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Refugees

About 13 million people are refugees, those who have fled their home
country because of war or persecution. Most flee to neighboring
countries. This sudden and massive flow of refugees is crippling fragile
economies and damaging delicate political and religious balances in the
Middle East and Africa.
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Asylum-seekers

Asylum-seekers are people who want refugee status. Western Europe's
close proximity, relatively stable economy and liberal policies toward
migrants have attracted many asylum-seekers, including those trying to
cross the Mediterranean in overcrowded boats. Legally, they must prove
they faced persecution at home, but some may be fleeing poverty.
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