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Israel’s Death Penalty Bill: 6 Key Questions

In yet another step toward transforming the prison system into a legalized
apparatus of execution and institutionalized vengeance, Israeli authorities are
preparing a special channel to execute Palestinian prisoners—part of what is
being described as one of the most dangerous legislative initiatives in the history
of Israel’s prison system.
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In February 2026, Channel 13 in Israel revealed the existence of a secret plan
internally dubbed the “Green Corridor,” which includes training prison guards to
carry out hangings using a three-key system that ensures no single guard knows
who triggered the execution.
These revelations coincide with a draft law advancing in the Knesset to legalize
the execution of Palestinian prisoners. What has been uncovered about this plan
so far, and how far along is the legislation?
What is the structure of the proposed law?

The draft under discussion in the Knesset is a legislative amendment mandating
the death penalty for Palestinians “convicted of killing Israelis.” According to
reports, it will initially apply to elite Hamas fighters involved in the Al-Aqsa Flood
operation, with plans to expand it to anyone accused of killing Israelis.
The law distinguishes between two legal tracks:
Military track: Applied to residents of the West Bank and Gaza, prosecuted in
military courts, and includes any act resulting in the death of an Israeli—even
unintentional killings.
Civil track: Applied to Jewish Israelis in civil courts within Israel and East
Jerusalem, but restricts executions to selective conditions based on identity.
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How will the executions be carried out?
The version submitted to Israel’s so-called National Security Committee outlines
the following:
Trials will take place before military judges.
Execution will be by hanging.
Carried out within 90 days of final sentencing.
The sentence can be issued without a request from the Attorney General.
No option for appeal.
No possibility of pardon or sentence reduction.
Prisoners sentenced to death will be held in complete isolation.
Only authorized “staff” may visit.

A special unit will be established in the occupation prisons tasked with carrying
out executions.
While the Knesset previously posted on X (formerly Twitter) in November 2025
that executions would be carried out via lethal injection, Haaretz reported that
the actual plan mandates hanging.
According to the leaked implementation strategy, a special unit will be
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established within the prison system to carry out executions. Guards
participating in the process receive training in an unnamed Asian country. The
law grants them full immunity and ensures their identities remain confidential.
What stage is the law at?
The law has passed several legislative milestones:
On November 11, 2025, the Knesset passed the first reading with a 39–16
majority, sending it to the National Security Committee.
In January 2026, the committee held a series of extended sessions and
amended the bill to replace lethal injection with hanging and tightened secrecy
measures.
The law is expected to be brought for second and third readings in February or
March 2026. National Security Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir has promised “marathon
sessions” to ensure swift approval.
The far-right coalition government appears to have enough votes to pass the bill,
especially with the backing of National Security Committee Chair Zvika Fogel,
who claimed that executing Palestinians is a “defensive necessity.”
Why is Ben-Gvir pushing for this law?
Until now, Israel has relied on life imprisonment for Palestinians who carried out
resistance attacks sometimes sentencing them to multiple life terms. Israel
abolished the death penalty in 1954 and has not executed anyone since Nazi war
criminal Adolf Eichmann in 1962. The proposed law marks a dramatic shift.
Ben-Gvir and his allies frame the law as a deterrent, arguing that life sentences
allow for potential prisoner swaps. In reality, critics say, it extends Israel’s policy
of revenge and extrajudicial killing into the prison system.
Israeli opinion polls show a majority supports executing Palestinians involved in
attacks, fueled by incendiary media and political rhetoric. Nonetheless, some
elements of Israel’s security establishment oppose the move.
Even within agencies like the Shin Bet, debates are not about the inherent racism
of the law but about its practical consequences some fear it could lead to more
Israeli abductions as Palestinians seek bargaining chips.
What are the law’s true objectives?
International law experts argue the real goal is to terrorize Palestinians further
and institutionalize apartheid. The law explicitly excludes Jewish perpetrators,
applying only when the victim is a Jewish Israeli. If the victim is non-Jewish or of
another nationality, the law does not apply.
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“Jews who commit acts of nationalist-motivated murder will not face the death
penalty.”
One of the bill’s sponsors, MK Zvika Fogel, stated openly that “Jews who kill for
nationalist reasons will not face the death penalty.”
A report by Adalah revealed that during Knesset debates, several lawmakers
confirmed: “The death penalty will not apply to Jews” and that it serves as “a
tool for revenge against Arabs.”
The law grants full immunity to soldiers and interrogators involved in executions,
prohibits the publication of details or identities, and thus paves the way for
unaccountable abuses.
Legal analysts argue this bill is part of a broader agenda by Israel’s far-right to
strip Palestinians of political and human rights from forced displacement to
extrajudicial killings in prison. Resisting the law is therefore not just a legal fight,
but part of a wider struggle against occupation and settler colonialism.
How does international law view this?
From a legal standpoint, the bill violates international law prohibitions on cruel,
inhuman, and degrading treatment. According to the United Nations, hanging is
considered a form of torture.
Making the death penalty mandatory removes judicial discretion and disallows
mitigating circumstances contradicting even Israel’s own Supreme Court, which
has warned against capital punishment.
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Human rights advocates warn the law could result in the execution of people
convicted under duress or in opaque military courts with a conviction rate over
99%, often conducted in Hebrew without proper translation. This raises the risk
of executing innocent people, including children, due to the lack of independent
oversight.
UN human rights experts have called on Israel to withdraw the bill, describing
mandatory capital punishment as a grave violation of the right to life under the
International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.
Amnesty International stated that the law would entrench apartheid and deepen
anti-Palestinian discrimination, pointing out that it applies only to Arabs, as civil
courts can avoid imposing the death penalty when the defendant is Jewish.
Adalah labeled the bill a war crime under international law because it punishes
people based on nationality and violates protections under the Fourth Geneva
Convention for occupied populations. Palestine’s Independent Commission for
Human Rights called it an attempt to shatter the morale of prisoners and their
families.
Ultimately, the Israeli debate around the bill is not just about a harsher
punishment but about creating a legal framework that strips prisoners of their
rights, eliminates appeals and pardons, and fast-tracks executions under a
shroud of secrecy. In this context, a prisoner’s fate could be decided not by
justice, but by politics masquerading as law.
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